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Community conservation success in Vava'u
Tonga heralded by birdsong

Birdsong from the Tongan Whistler, also known as the
Hengehenga bird can now be heard signaling successful
conservation efforts in Tonga from the Vava'u Environmental
Protection Association (VEPA). Formed in 2009 by local
community leaders and residents, VEPA is governed by seven
members and works with its community to conserve and
sustain the natural resources, environment and biodiversity of
Tonga for resilient and health communities and future

generations. For more

Pacific Communities Move from Climate
Adaptation to Action and Ownership

As Pacific Island countries and territories face the
interconnected challenges of climate change, biodiversity
loss and environmental degradation, a special side event at
the 11th Pacific Islands Conference on Nature Conservation
highlighted how communities can move from participating
in climate adaptation projects to taking ownership of
solutions that protect ecosystems, livelihoods and their
future.

For more

The Future is Pacific-Led: Building the
Next Generation of Invasive Species
Practitioners

At the 11th Pacific Islands Conference for
Nature Conservation and Protected Areas
(PCNCT1), delegates gathered for a timely and
forward-looking discussion on one of the
Pacific’'s most pressing conservation needs of
developing and sustaining the next
generation of invasive alien species (IAS)
practitioners.

For more
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Youth in Papua New Guinea ensure
traditional ecological knowledge
transfer between generations

Papua New Guinea youth are playing a vital role in
ensuring younger generations are connected with
their land, natural resources and cultural identity,
through intergenerational dialogue and digital
documentation of traditional ecological knowledge.

For more
PR ege . More Pacific voices take centre stage at:
Amplifying Pacific voices https://www.facebook.com/SPREP.PROE
"We always speak
for oung people,
but it's up to them
to speak for
themselves. They
always say that you
are the future, but
you are the
present.’
= Hon Minister Johanito
Wamytan., Minister for
Fisheries, Ocean Affairs, the
R L o ”Ot:eans do not have borders and
Caledonia. ?ardless of where resources are
exploited it will have an impact on other
i countries and the ocean as a whole.”
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“We governments must make sure NS

the financing gets to those
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communities so they can not only
do nature conservation but also
meet their development needs.”

- Hon Ralph R anu
Minlattr for Climate l::hclng. Ada lon, Emrgy Em.'lronmsnt.
gy, Geo- and Mar t, Vanuatu

‘Sea level rise is one of the main
challenges in the Pacific, where
communities in Iow-lylng

islands are the most impacted.”

- Jean-Paul Mailagi,
Wallis and FI.II?.IsM
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We've loaded a photo album with over 100 photos! Have a look here!

You can download the raw, unedited photos we have taken on our Flickr
account!

Visit our latest You may even see yourself!

The 11th Pacific Islands Conference for Nature Conservation is held from 7
to 11 September 2026 at the Tjibaou Culturel Centre in Noumea New
Caledonia.

Bringing together over 400 delegates from across the Pacific, the
conference is organised by New Caledonia, Secretariat of the Pacific
Regional Environment Programme, and the Pacific Islands Roundtable for
Nature Conservation with the support of partners.

For more information please visit :
https://www.pacificislandsroundtable.com/pacific-nature-conference
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